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of purism; but nevertheless they are really no better than recent parvenus from the clans which still run almost wild in adjacent hills and forests, and which care nothing for Brahmans or caste prejudices. It is calculated that the Bheels, a tribe widely spread over central India, must have been passing over in large numbers to Brahmamsm during the present century. There is a tribe near Ajmere, of whom half were forcibly made Musalmdus, while the other half held its own non-Hindu customs, and until very lately intermarried with its Musalman kindred ; but now this last-mentioned half has Brahmanised, and would no more marry with Musalmans than the Eaja of Benares. Sir George Campbell, in his Eeport upon his Government of Bengal, in 1871-72, wrote: " It is a great mistake to suppose that the Hindu religion is not proselytising; the system of castes gives room for the introduction of any number of outsiders. So long as people do not interfere with existing castes, they may form a new caste and call themselves Hindus; and the Brahmans are always ready to receive all who will submit to them and pay them. The process of manufacturing Eajputs from ambitious aborigines goes on before our eyes." This passage, which the Lecturer has quoted, is one recently recorded observation out of many that might be produced, of the operation of that process which I have called the first mode of Brahmanic propagation. Almost the whole of the great province of Assam, in the north-east of Bengal, conquered and settled by people from across the eastern frontiers of India, supposed to be akin to the Siamese, is said to have become Brahmanised during the last two centuries. It may be granted that people who come in after this